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SeekingTruth On
'FlyingSaucers'

Peopledo see flyingsaucers.Theydo see an
assorted

rangeof celestialcrockery,vegetables and otherappari-
tions.To that extent, scepticism

seemsto be
weakening.

ITisthe
identity

oftheseobjectsin the
flyingsaucercon-

troversy, recurrently
waxingand waningfor the
past seven years, that now
causesthe sharpest., divi-
sion of opinion.

In the faceof experttes-
timony,it is beingmore
generally admittedin the
coldest officialquartersthat
thereis no readyexplana-

tion for everystrangeob-
ject sighted.

We may have our doubts

about some of the more
ornamental reports from
the United States,where
the competitionin sighting

flyingsaucersand little
greenmen is as intenseas
in other fields of American

life.
But the observation over

the YarraValleyon New
Year'sDay of a flying
mushroomby a veteran
Australian NationalAir-
wayspilotis one of the

examplesthat bringsthe
whole subjectnearerhome.

Cautious
And the CivilAviation

Department's cautious:—
"We do not regard thisbusi-
ness as a joke," together

with its invitationto the
publicto report "unidenti-

fied aerial objects"without
fearof

ridicule,

is partof
the spreadingrecognition

of the
incompleteness

of
knowledgeof the skies.
In additionto sober

sightingsof objects that
cannotbe identifiedor ex-
plained, thereis a certain

amountof mass hysteria

and opticalillusion,and of
psychological aberration
promptedby naturalphe-
nomena.

But thereare
scientists

of
the highestreputeto say
that these thingseither
have no physicalexist-
ence,that they are freaks

of lightand
reflection,

or
that they are meteorolo-
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that they are meteorolo-

gical devicesabout which
thereis no mystery

One of the foremost

authoritativesceptics is
the British Astronomer
Royal,Sir HaroldSpen-
cer Jones.FRS.
"Thereare many natural

phenomenawhich appear
mysterious,and for which,
in some cases,thereis as
yet no satisfactory explana-

tion."Sir Haroldwrote in
the 'Spectator,' London,
in 1950,dismissinga book
by GeraldHeardon flying
saucers.

"The accountsof such
appearancesgiven by those
who are unfamiliar with

them may be strangely un-
like the real thing.The
aurora borealis, ball light-
ning,St. Elmo'sfire,mock
suns and parhelia, the
Brockenspectre, a blue sun
or a blue moon,a bright

fireball,a slow-moving

train of meteors, for in-
stance,are sufficientlyfar
from the normal range of
most people'sexperience to
give rise to

wonderment."

Ridicule
Sir Haroldwent on to

ridiculeMr. Heard'ssug-
gestionthat the flying
saucersmight have come
from Mars,and that the
Martians may be largein-
sects, super-bees about two
inchesin length,and with
a highly developed social
organisation.
"The scientificreader,"

Sir Haroldsaid,"willjet-
tison the whole of this
chain of argument. We
know enoughabout Mars
and the conditions that
prevailthereto be confi-

dent that no animal life
can existon it.

"As for the very big
manufacturingplants being
in operation on Mars in
orderto turn out discsin
largenumbers, as is sup-
posed,it is just

fantastic."

Three years later,the
Astronomer Royal still
conceded nothing to
theoriesthat the flying
saucerscame from Venus
or Mars—or Russia.

Writingin the Evening

Standard,London, he
said:"I can say withab-
solute assurance that none

of these flyingsaucers
come from other planets.

My adviseis, forgetall
about them."

Most of the saucers,he
said, were observationor
meteorological balloons.
There were naturalexplan-
ationsfor most of the
others,and therewas noth-
ing mysterious about fly-
ing saucers.

U.S.View
A

corresponding

line has
been takenby Dr. Donald

H. Menzel.Harvardprofes-

sor of
astro-physics.

No-
body,he says,shouldbe
ashamedof seeingflying
saucersand of reporting

them. He has seen them
himself.
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himself.

But that,says Dr. Menzel,

is not the same thingas
believing that they are
space-shipsmanned,by in-
telligent beingsfrom an
other planet.

Like Sir Harold Spencer
Jones,he distrusts the de-
tail of most of the re-
portsthat have been made,
especially on the apparent
speedof the saucers,realor
imagined.
He added light beams,

producingoptical 'ghosts,'
to the list of factorswhich

might producethe impres-

sion of discsmovingat
dizzyspeedand so

erratically

that,if they were aircraft,

the suddenness of their
movements would kill any
human crew.

No Conclusions

The serious investigation

now carriedout has led to
no firm or revealed conclu-

sions that the modern sauc-

ers are tangible.

The use by the United

States Navy, for example,

of translucentplasticbal-
loons100 ft. highto carry
electronic instruments aloft
in

parachutes,

and left to
driftin the intensewindsof

the
stratosphere,

may well
have created alarming
spectacles.

Researchitselfputs into
the skiesobjectsalmostas
strangeas those now com-
ing out of planetaryfiction.

The controversyhas stim-
ulated inventive hoaxers.

ulated inventive hoaxers.

Investigation

Ten men will sit down in
a Melbourneoffice next
month to talk seriously

aboutthe latest"flyingsau-
cer" reports.

They are a banker,four
engineers,a journalist,two
industrialchemistsand two
clerks.They are the Aus-
tralianFlyingSaucerInves-
tigation Committee.
If you'veseen a "flying

saucer"and reportedit, you
may be askedby the com-
mittee to replyto a ques-

tionnairecontaining 45
questions.

These are some of the
questions— practical, fac-
tual, probing:—

"Whattimeof the day
did you see it. How long
was it visible?Was there
any

thunder?

- Was it a
clearday?
"Didyou takegoodno-

ticeof its shape?Wasit
like a cigar,sausage,sau-
cer or disc?

"Wasit as bigas a full

moon,or just a pin-point

of brilliantlight?Did you
noticethe color?

"Did it make any noise

or was therejust silence?

Did it emitsparksor have
a glowing tail?"

28 Reports

Twenty-eightstrange re-
portshavecometo the com-
mitteefrom all over Aus-
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traliasinceit was formed

last February. The 28th was
the reportby veteranANA
PilotCapt.DouglasBarker
that he saw "a metallic

mushroom- shapedobject"
flyingat high speedover
the YarraValleyin day-
lighton New Year'sDay.

Othershave told the
committee that they have
seen cigar-shaped planes
. . .

spinning discs
. . .

diving

sausages. . . rotatingsau-
cers ... in storms,in broad
daylight and at dead of
night.

The committeewas
formedwhen six mem-
bers of the Astronomical

Societyof Victoriade-
cided that somebody
oughtto

investigateflying
saucer reports.

Members decided to
writeto people who had re-
portedhavingseen saucers
and, if possible, to inter-

view them.

Questionnaires

Now they'regoingto ask'witnesses'

to fillin ques-
tionnaires.

At the end of the
report,

the interviewer describes

the witness's reliability—
'good,''fair'or 'poor.'

The
committee

say that21
of the sightstheyhavein-
vestigated are inexplicable.

JournalistDonald Thom-
son, chairman of the com-
mittee,says: "There'ssome-

thingnew and strangein
the sky — and it'sworth
lookinginto.
"If they'respaceships

from another planet,then
they're behaving very
strangely.

"If they'rejust
reflections

of light,then they'revery
realistic."

He added: "We have no
sufficiently reliable evidence
to come to any dogmatic

conclusions. But finally,
backedby a solidanalysis

of reports,I think we'llbe
able to give some

opinion."

One of the most striking

reportscame from an ex-
RAAF pilotofficer, in Ade-
laide.One Sundaymorn-
ing last February, he and
his wifewere sittingon the
verandah of their home.

Discs
Suddenly,out of the sky

shot two rapidly-revolving

discs.They were a short
distanceapart and getting
closerto the ground.Then
they soaredand disap-
peared.The officergot his
field-glasses

and a few min-
utes later they reappeared.

The discs approached

each other, almostmet, and
thenone banked intoa steep
climb.He couldwatchonly
one discat a time,and
when the climbing body had
spedout of sighthe looked

for the other,but it had
gone.

On his card,filedcare-
fullyaway by the commit-
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tee secretary, his witness
'rating'is described as
'good.'
Many other reportshave

come to the committee's

postal address— Box 5278,
at the Melbourne GPO.
More are invited.


